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MEDIA RELEASE
May 8, 1987
NANCY FIELDS O'CONNOR, UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION HOLD RECEPTION FOR FRED E. MILLER EXHIBITION
MISSOULA —
Although few traces of the Old West remain, a unique 
collection of photographs displayed at the Santa Barbara Museum 
of Art provides an intriguing look into the past. The work of 
Fred E. Miller, known as the photographer of the Crow Indians in 
Montana, has been carefully gathered and preserved by Miller's 
granddaughter, Nancy Fields O'Connor.
Mrs. O'Connor and her husband, actor Caroll O'Connor, are 
both alumni of the University of Montana, and will join 
university officials to host a reception for the exhibition from 
4 to 6 p.m. Sunday, May 15, in the Hammett and Wood Galleries, 
third floor of the Santa Barbara Museum of Art, 1130 State 
Street. Alumni and friends of the University of Montana as well 
as local Montanans are invited to attend. Reservations must be 
made by May 14 by calling (805) 965-4588.
Miller was a professional studio photographer who moved to 
Montana from the midwest in 1896. He took a job as a clerk for 
the Crow Agency on the reservation in 1898, and in time was 
adopted by the Crows of one of their own. Although many 
photographers photographed the American Indian, Miller was one of 
the few who lived among his subjects and knew them as friends and
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neighbors. His photography expresses the experience of a people 
and culture in transition, marking the end of an era.
Nancy Fields O ’Connor will give a gallery lecture on 
Miller's work at 5:15 p.m. Officials representing the University 
of Montana at the reception and lecture will include James V. 
Koch, president; James Kriley, acting dean, School of Fine Arts; 
Sheila MacDonald Stearns, director of Alumni Relations; and 
William T. P. Zader, director of the UM Foundation.
An illustrated catalog accompanies the exhibition. A 
limited portfolio of 12 photographs may be ordered through 
O'Connor; two photographs may be purchased as posters.
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